6.3 Wilderness Resource Management
6.3.1 General Policy

For the purposes of applying these policies, the term “wilderness” will include the categories of eligible, study,
proposed, recommended, and designated wilderness. Potential wilderness may be a subset of any of these five
categories. The policies apply regardless of category except as otherwise provided herein.

In addition to managing these areas for the preservation of the physical wilderness resources, planning for these
areas must ensure that the wilderness character is likewise preserved. This policy will be applied to all planning
documents affecting wilderness.

The National Park Service will take no action that would diminish the wilderness eligibility of an area possessing
wilderness characteristics until the legislative process of wilderness designation has been completed. Until that time,
management decisions will be made in expectation of eventual wilderness designation. This policy also applies to
potential wilderness, requiring it to be managed as wilderness to the extent that existing nonconforming conditions
allow. The National Park Service will apply the principles of civic engagement and cooperative conservation as it
determines the most appropriate means of removing the temporary, nonconforming conditions that preclude
wilderness designation from potential wilderness. All management decisions affecting wilderness will further apply the
concept of “minimum requirement” for the administration of the area regardless of wilderness category. The only
exception is for areas that have been found eligible, but for which, after completion of a wilderness study, the Service
has not proposed wilderness designation. However, those lands will still be managed to preserve their eligibility for
designation.

(See Minimum Requirement 6.3.5)


Wilderness.net Webmaster
This document is part of the Wilderness Character Toolbox on http://www.wilderness.net/toolboxes/




